
 

Tree Treasures 
Adapted from the lesson “Tree Treasures” in Environmental Education Pre K – 8 Activity Guide 
 
Overview 
Students are often surprised to learn how many different products we get from trees.  Use this 
activity to help your students learn just how much we depend on trees in our daily lives. 
 
Skills 

- identifying attributes and components 
- classifying and categorizing  
- evaluating 

  
Materials 

- Tape 
- Pictures of tree products (see attached sheets) 
- “Would You Believe It Comes From Trees?” Sheet 

 
Activity 

1. Precut the tree products pictures. 
2. Start the class with a brainstorming session.  Ask students to name as many tree products 

as they can think of and list them on the chalkboard.   
3. Discuss the list.  Which products do students use every day?  Which are made totally 

from trees?  Which partially?   
4. Tell the students that they are going to be tree detectives.  Each student will have a 

“mystery tree product” picture taped on their backs.  Tell students they must figure out 
the identity of the product on their back by asking each other questions.   

5. Students can only ask Yes or No questions.  For example: “Is this product used in our 
school?” or “Can I hold this tree product in my hand?”  Ask students to think of other 
questions.  They can only ask two questions from each student.   If a student guesses 
correctly what their mystery tree product is, they can remove the picture from their back 
and place it on their chest.    

6. Give students time to mingle around the room and ask questions. 
7. Students that finish early can be given an extra picture. 
8. After all the students have correctly guessed their tree products, have them return to their 

desks. 
9. Write the three categories of tree products on the chalkboard: Food, Wood and Paper.  

Leave plenty of space below and between them for placing pictures.  
10. Ask students to decide which category their pictures belong in or if their product could fit 

in more than one category.  One at a time, have them place their picture on the 
chalkboard under the correct category or between categories.  Talk about unusual tree 
products such as chewing gum, medicine, etc.  See attached sheet: “Would You Believe 
It Comes From Trees?” for more examples. 

11. Discuss with students about ways they can help extend or conserve forest resources such 
as planting more trees, reusing and recycling paper products, etc. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Would You Believe It Comes From Trees? 
 
Cellulose Products (from wood fiber of tree): 

- carpeting 
- cellophane 
- rayon and other fabrics 
- thickening agent in shampoos 
- suntan lotion 
- shatterproof glass 
- cosmetics 
- fiber board 
- imitation leather 
- paper products such as writing paper, magazines, books, toilet paper, 

newspaper, wrapping paper, building paper, industrial paper and wallpaper      
 
 
Bark Products 

- cork 
- tannin (used for curing leather) 
- dye 
- drugs and oils 

 
 
Sap Products (gums and resins) 

- cosmetics 
- paint thinner 
- perfumes 
- soap 
- rubber products 
- sugar and syrup 
- varnishes 
- waxes 
- chewing gum 
- flavoring 
- printing ink 
- shoe polish 
- crayons 
- cleaning fluids 
- electrical insulation 
- adhesives 

 
 
* Many of the products listed aren’t always - or exclusively – made from trees. 
 



Carpet  Maple Syrup  Coffee 
 
Suntan Lotion Napkins    Ink 
   
Toilet Paper    Shoe Polish   
 
Newspaper   Pencils   Crayons    Cork 
 
Books  Rubber Tires  Chocolate  
 
Envelopes Chewing Gum    Soap 
 
Cleaning Fluids  Dyes    Paper Bags 
 
Medicine  Furniture     Toys 
 
Oils  Tree Fruit  Nuts 
 
Makeup  Perfume   Spices 
 
 
   
 


